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Professional Development Committee Meeting
Draft Minutes January 7, 2009 

These minutes summarize the key issues of the Early Learning Coalition’s Professional Development Committee meeting.  An audio recording of this meeting is available upon request.

Members Present:  Mr. Hays Ginn, Ms. Ginger Babb, Ms. Nancy Allison, and Dr. Joanne Greata.  Members absent:  Mr. Jeff Biddle, Ms. Junie Albers-Biddle and Ms. Michele Rawls. 
Staff Present:  Ms. Lesha Buchbinder and Ms. Patricia Pierce

Ms. Buchbinder called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.  Ms. Buchbinder presented the Draft Minutes of the November 25, 2008 meeting for review.  Ms. Ginger Babb moved to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. Hays Ginn.  Motion carried.  

Ms. Buchbinder proceeded to present the fall 2008 Professional Development Reimbursement Program applications that had been previously reviewed in November, 2008.  There were 16 initial applications that were approved during the preliminary review.  One application was not qualified and a letter had been sent to that applicant.  The deadline for final submission of all documents, receipts and unopened official transcript was on December 31, 2008.  Several applicants still had FAFSA verification/Student Aid Reports and official transcripts missing after the deadline.  Ms. Buchbinder contacted the individuals to encourage getting their forms submitted and assisted those applicants whenever possible.  

Ms. Buchbinder distributed the files to the members for their final review and approval.  A few applicants had submitted unofficial documents pending the receipt of the official documents from the College.  Applicants waiting on their transcripts were Ms. Melody Carlisle, Ms. Rhonda Paynter and Ms. Denise Van Doren.  The Committee approved these applications; however, payment is to be withheld until the transcripts are received.  Ms. Buchbinder also referred to applications for Ms. Brantley, Ms. Van Doren and Ms. McCall who were awaiting official verification of their FAFSA which had been processed. The Committee approved these applications with the stipulation that payment would be withheld pending receipt of that documentation. 

Ms. Buchbinder also presented applications for Ms. Sheryl Watkins and Ms. Rebecca Varns.  Their initial documents were unclear as to courses they were taking.  The transcript indicated a degree in Elementary Education, while their applications referred to a degree in Early Childhood Education.  Ms. Buchbinder commented that she had contacted both applicants following the November meeting and requested verification from the college as to the correct course and the degree they applied to.  Ms. Varns and Ms. Watkins provided updated documents from the College verifying that their courses were for a degree in ECE.  All other documents were in the file and the Committee approved both applications for payment.  

The group discussed various degrees in early education and Ms. Allison commented that some students maybe confused as to what courses to take.  Dr. Greata explained the differences between AA, AS, Elementary Education and Early Childhood Education.  Ms. Buchbinder requested Dr. Greata to do a draft letter explaining the course and which ones apply to ECE or Elementary Ed.  Ms. Coffield and Ms. Allison felt that this would be a help to potential students.  

Ms. Buchbinder proceeded to review Ms. Angie Jacksons’s application.  Mr. Hays commented on the various grants/loans that Ms. Jackson had received and discovered that the grants totaled more than Ms. Jackson had presented in tuition.  Ms. Jackson had not submitted any receipts for purchase of books.  When Ms. Buchbinder spoke with Ms. Jackson, she commented that she had borrowed one and paid for one book.  No receipts have been submitted.  The conclusion of the Committee was that she would not be eligible for reimbursement due to the other grants received. 

The application for Ms. Carolyn Martin was presented by Ms. Buchbinder, who commented that Ms. Martin’s course of study was not appropriate based on the guidelines, therefore, the committee agreed and denied the application. 

The final application for review was Ms. Megan Winkle.  Ms. Winkle is receiving the Florida Prepay grant, and had submitted receipts for books only.  Upon review by Ms. Adderley, it was determined that Ms. Winkle had withdrawn from the biology course that was listed on her application.  Ms. Buchbinder commented that she felt the purchase of the book should not be reimbursed at this time; however in the future, if she reenrolled in the course, the cost of the book could considered for reimbursement.  The Committee agreed and Ms. Buchbinder recalculated the amount that would be reimbursed to Ms. Winkle.  

After all reviews were completed and signed by the members, Ms. Buchbinder ran a total of all applications to be reimbursed and the final amount was $5,174.72 out of the $7500 that was allocated for the semester.  

Ms. Ginger Babb asked what would be done with the balance of the funds.  Ms. Babb inquired if it would be possible to use the funds to purchase updated resource books for the classroom for all students to access.  Ms. Buchbinder commented that this was a good idea and that the group could discuss options on how the remaining funds could be used in educational ways, i.e. training and the Uniting for Children conference.  Ms. Buchbinder also stated that after applications are received January 31st for the spring 2009 semester or if the Uniting for Children conference has a surplus of funds, then this issue could be addressed since the goal is to provide educational resources.  The Committee will need to meet in February to review the spring applications.  

Ms. Buchbinder commented that the Uniting for Children Committee would not meet after the Professional Development Committee meeting as some members were not available.  However, since a couple UFC members were present, Ms. Buchbinder commented that Dr. Cogley had submitted his proposal for the conference and that Ms. Linda Brown and Ms. Rosemary Wigmore had verbally agreed to do workshops.  Ms. Buchbinder also commented that a tour of the Leesburg High School facilities would be scheduled to get a better idea of what rooms would be available for the conference.  Ms. Buchbinder stated that she and Pat Pierce would meet with the Assistant Principal.  At this time, there is no urgent need to schedule a meeting until proposals are received.  Ms. Buchbinder commented that follow-up emails or calls will be done with potential presenters who were sent letters in December.  Additional letters will be sent to potential presenters and vendors following some information that had been provided by Ms. Nancy Allison and Ms. Junie Albers-Biddle. 

There was no other business.  Meeting adjourned. 

Submitted by: 


Patricia Pierce 
Executive Assistant
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