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Call to Order……………………………………………………………………..Mr. Pruitt

Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation 

ITEM    CONSENT CONSIDERATIONS (TAB A)…………….……..……Mr. Pruitt

296
   Action:  Action Item #282, ELC 2008-2009 Budget Amendment 

297
   Action:  Minimum Quality Standard for SR Providers

298
   Action: Pre-qualification Process for new SR Providers

299
   Action:  2008-2009 Provider Agreement

Adjourn
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PRESENTED TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS          DATE:  June 19, 2008
________________________________________________________________________

	ATTACHMENT:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	ENCLOSURE:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



SUBJECT:          






ITEM NO: 
296








            























________________________________________________________________________ 

TYPE OF BOARD CONSIDERATION:                   

	ACTION:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	INFORMATION:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	ROUTINE:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



APPROVED BY:   ____________________________    

                                  Will Pruitt, Board Chair
      

________________________________________________________________________ 

BACKGROUND: 

Action Item #296 amends Action Item #282, June 4, 2008, 2008-2009 ELC Budget Proposal #2.  Procurement regulations prevent the Coalition from increasing the School Readiness Contracts due to the fact that the procurement ITN and Award does not allow for annual increases.  The attached proposal is amended to reduce the line items for the LifeStream Budget to the original ITN award amount.
This item is recommended by Lesha Coffield, Executive Director, Early Learning Coalition of Lake County.
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BACKGROUND: 

Action Item #297 will require all School Readiness (SR) Providers to achieve a 3.0 or higher on the Environmental Rating Scales, ITERS-R (Infant/Toddler Environmental Rating Scales), ECERS-R (Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scales) and FCCRS-R (Family Child Care Environmental Rating Scales), to serve School Readiness children.  The maximum ERS score is a 7.0, with a minimum of a 1.0.    
The Environmental Rating Scales (ERS) is an evaluation tool designed to assess process quality in an early childhood program. Process quality consists of the various interactions that go on in a classroom between staff and children, staff, parents, and other adults, among the children themselves, and the interactions children have with the many materials and activities in the environment, as well as those features, such as space, schedule and materials that support these interactions. Process quality is assessed primarily through observation and has been found to be more predictive of child outcomes than structural indicators such as staff to child ratio, group size, cost of care, and even type of care, for example child care center or family child care home.
Currently, based on the 2007/2008 ERS Evaluations conducted by CCCS, 80% of SR providers scored 3.0 or above on the ITERS, 82% of SR providers scored 3.0 or above on the ECERS and 67% of SR providers scored 3.0 or above on the FCCERS.  
This item is recommended by Lesha Coffield, Executive Director, Early Learning Coalition of Lake County.
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BACKGROUND: 

The Pre-Qualification Process for New School Readiness Providers will allow the Coalition and CCCS to ensure that the potential SR providers meet the quality standards set forth by the ELC Board of Directors prior to being awarded a SR Contract.  Once the provider has completed an Intent to Contract the Coalition along with CCCS will determine whether or not the provider meets the required quality standards.  Eligibility will be determined by conducting an ERS Evaluation and a Health & Safety Inspection (if applicable). If the provider meets the required quality standards then CCCS will offer the provider a Contract to provide School Readiness services.  If the provider fails to meet the required quality standards then the provider will have to wait one year before they are eligible to re-apply to be a SR Provider.

This item is recommended by Lesha Coffield, Executive Director, Early Learning Coalition of Lake County.
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BACKGROUND: 

This item is recommended by Lesha Coffield, Executive Director, Early Learning Coalition of Lake County.
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